
LEND Rural Workgroup’s 
Journal Club 

LEND and Learn TA Series

Monday, January 22, 2024

3:00 PM-4:00 PM ET



ITAC  - Interdisciplinary Technical Assistance Center on Autism and Developmental Disabilities | aucd.org/itac

Zoom Housekeeping

• Ensure your name is displayed correctly in the participant list. 
You may also include the program name and state and preferred 
pronouns.
– Example: Jeanette Cordova, AUCD, she/her

– Hover over your name in the “Participants” box and select “More” → 
“Rename”

• Remain muted unless speaking

• State your name prior to speaking

• Captioning is available

• Recording is only available for attendees and upon request

• Use the chat box to introduce yourself!

– Name, Role, Program

– If you had an extra hour in your day, how would you spend it?
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LEND and Learn TA Series

• 4th Monday of the month at 3 PM ET

– May change due to availability of LEND program 

and/or holidays 

• Opportunity for LEND leadership and faculty to 

discuss priority TA topics and to learn from each 

other

• Led by a different LEND program each month (15-

minute presentation, followed by open 

conversation)
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Save the Dates

• Monday, February 26 at 3 PM ET

• Monday, March 25 at 3 PM ET

• Monday, April 22 at 3 PM ET



ITAC  - Interdisciplinary Technical Assistance Center on Autism and Developmental Disabilities | aucd.org/itac

Journal Club

Cassaundra Corbett Miller, 
EdD, MS, CCC/SLP

West Virginia University



LEND Rural Workgroup 
Interdisciplinary Journal Club



LEND Rural Workgroup 

Aim: To serve as a forum for LEND leadership, faculty, and 
trainees to share and develop rural-specific strategies related to: 

1. Increasing access to evidence-based direct clinical care for AS/DD

2. Leveraging information technology for direct care, training, and CE

3. Developing curriculum materials focused on cultural competence in 
working with rural populations

4. Increasing the workforce of providers with training in AS/DD in rural 
and underserved areas

5. Leadership and advocacy across a wide range of community sectors.

Slide Credit - UVA



LEND Rural Workgroup 
Current Program Locations

Alaska LEND

Missouri 
LEND

West Virginia
LEND

Blue Ridge
LEND

Slide Credit - UVA



Began at WV 
LEND over 

10 years ago 
with single 
institution 

participation 

Informal 
lunch 

discussion of 
mentor-
selected 
article 

Often 
included 

guest 
speakers or 

mentors

2018 moved 
to virtual 

evening slot, 
required 
trainee 
activity

2022-2023 
Initial Rural 
Workgroup 

participation

2023-2024
Full Rural 

Workgroup 
engagement

Journal Club Foundations



Journal Club by Numbers

Once a month 
during 

academic year 

20-30 
trainees

10+ 
mentors

4 institutions + 
additional trainees by 

request

8:00pm EST 
to support 

access for all 
institutions  



Guidelines & Outcomes
• Institutions within Rural Network 

take turns leading
• Schedule created during summer 

meeting
• Trainee participation requirements 

vary per institution

• ITAC 
• Supports technology components
• Creates repository of articles and 

session recordings 

• Mentors
• Approve Article
• Review rubric with student
• Guide discussion if needed

• Trainees
• Choose article 

• Use rubric

• Lead with a partner 

• Develop discussion points

• Gain experience facilitating peers and 
mentors

• Regulate constructive questioning 

• Learning to effectively use pausing 

• Observe participants for 
engagement cues 

• Work through awkward silence 





Journal Club Rubric



Cassaundra Corbett Miller, EdD, MS, CCC/SLP

ccorbett@hsc.wvu.edu

(304) 293-4692

mailto:ccorbett@hsc.wvu.edu


Thank You!

Full Team Email: itac@aucd.org

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Jan-Journal

Please share feedback on today’s sessions and ideas for 
future LEND and Learn sessions 
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